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Department Commander’s Report

Brothers, October 29, 2011

I wish to extend a special "thank you," to all of you for being so helpful and for
the efforts that were made to advance our Department this year. Your participation
in events, recognizing the Sesquicentennial of our Civil War and doing honor to the
boys in blue, the establishment of the new Mary A. Logan #20, Auxiliary SUVCW,
and a new camp soon to be chartered, the Gen. Dutton Camp #49, in Sycamore, IL. and positive prospects
of having two more new camps organized next year - all are positive steps needed for growth and
remember every one of us is a recruiter. Promote and Recruit - Promote and Recruit. Take out ads in local
newspapers, set up recruiting tables at reenactments and local events, put out press releases so the public
will know who we are, what we stand for, and what we do. Many in the news media like to hear about our
programs especially now with the Sesquicentennial.

Our Department has two very special future events to look forward to, in this order: the beautification
of Dr. Benjamin F. Stephenson's gravesite with the construction of a Memorial Plaza around his monument
and the Department of Illinois hosting the 2016 National Encampment in Springfield honoring the
Sesquicentennial of the forming of the Grand Army of the Republic.

Remember that e-mails are a great mass communication tool but | e hotfarget to, Pick up the Phone!

Representing our Department as your Commander since our Spring Encampment in May.

1 May 21, Helped members of the Logan Camp clean the tablet marking the entrance of Camp Fuller,

Rockford's Civil War recruiting camp.

1 May 24, Awarded Certificate of Appreciation to the Barrington Area Historical Society for

recognition of the Civil War Sesquicentennial.

1 May 29, Memorial Ceremony at Rockford's Greenwood Cemetery honoring with luminaria the 502
Union soldiers buried there.

May 30, Memorial Day Program at Rockford's Memorial Hall.

June 1, Attended John A. Logan Camp meeting in Memorial Hall.

June 4-5, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Old Soldiers Home "Reclaiming Our Heritage."

June 11-12, Mid-Way Village Museum Chautauqua, Rockford, Illinois.

July 3, Re-dedication service at Stillman Valley, IL. For two mortors rehabbed by the John A.
Logan Camp.

July 6, Attended John A. Logan Camp meeting in Memorial Hail

July 9-10, Department Display set up at Wauconda, IL. Civil War Days.

July 16, Attended Mary A. Logan Auxiliary meeting as their Counselor.

July 20, Taping session at Rockford's Channel 13 television station for summer lunch and lecture
series | gave on the areas' involvement in the Civil War.
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July 25, Rockford WNTA Radio interview promoting the SUVCW, the Civil War Sesquicentennial
and my summer lunch and lecture series.

July 27, First Lunch N Lecture, Rockford, Winnebago Co. & Civil War.

August 3, Attended John A. Logan Camp meeting in Memorial Hall.

August 11-13, National Encampment, Reston, VA.

August 24, Second Lunch N Lecture, Rockford, Winnebago Co. and the Civil War.

September 7, Attended John A. Logan Camp meeting, Memorial Hall.

September 17-18, Department Display set up at Lake Villa, IL. Civil War Days.

September 21, Third and final Lunch N Lecture Series, same subject.

October 1, Represented the Department at the Werneth Family Headstone Dedication in
Quincy, Hlinois.

October 2, Department Display set up at Stockton, IL. Civil War Days.

October 5, Attended John A. Logan Camp meeting, Memorial Hall.

October 8, Attended Mary A. Logan Auxiliary meeting as their Counselor.

October 15-16, Department Display set up at the Dollinger Farms Civil War Days, Minooka, IL.
October 26, Capron Methodist Church, gave Civil War presentation on the life of Albert D. J.
Cashier to their Elderberrie Group, Capron, IL.

Upcoming Events:

1 November 18-20, Remembrance Day in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

1 January 28, 2012, Annual Officer & Candidate Installation Banquet. At Memorial Hall, 211 North
Main Street, Rockford, Illinois.
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Chaplain's Corner

Court-martial. The very words strike terror in the minds of military men. John Basil Turchin, had been
a member of the czar 6s hou erindeseilalpriar @ hsacdmingto teen d
United States and Illinois. Troops under his command were guilty of infractions of the code of military
conduct, and he was court-martialed. His wife brought the matter to President Lincoln. With a stroke of
his pen, President Lincoln, Attorney at Law prior to becoming president, promoted Turchin to the rank of
Brig. General to be effective several says prior to the court-martial. This meant that the colonels who sat
on the court-martial board were below the rank of the man on whom they pass judgment, and thus the
findings of the board were invalid. Turchin went on to glory as an officer in the Union Army.

All of us will experience times of difficulty in our lives. We will be court-martialed at work, fail to
receive recognition we deserve, have trouble with friends and family members - but remember, in all of this
- Nothing happens in God's world by mistake. If He closes a door - He will most assuredly open a bigger
door in its place. Be patient and wait on the Lord.

Yours in Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty
Chaplain Jerry




National Encampment
Front row, left to right i

DSVC Everett Nylund & Jean
Nylund, PDC Steve Westlake &
Sonlm Westlake, PDC Nick Kaup
& Marjorie Kaup, PCC Tom
Hauff & Judy Hauff.

Back Row, left to right i

Kim Johnson & Greg Carter,
Leonard C Cassaro,

Dan Hans, PDC Ron Clark, Bill
Johnson, Jerry & JoEllen
Kowalski, DC Terry Dyer

Left - DC, Department of IL,
Terry Dyer accepts the Marshall
Hope Award for best newsletter
from Brad Schall, Commander-in-
Chief for Colonel Hecker Camp
443 (also see below department
photos). The Department of
Pennsylvania, Camp 4 and the
Department of North Carolina,
also received this award.

Civil War Author Edward C. Bearss

A Note From The Editor
If you wish to contribute any material for placement in The Rail Splitter or have an address change,

please contact the editor. Also, if you received this newsletter by USPS and have an e-mail address,
please pass on your e-mail address to the editor. The Department of Illinois would like to reduce its
mailing cost. We would like to send you the newsletter over the internet in a pdf file.  If you have
problems with the pdf file, please let me know, | will send you a copy by the USPS.  e-mail:
ejnylund69@sbcglobal.net

Everett Nylund

438 Greenhill Lane

Schaumburg, IL 60193




Sheridan Camp 2 Activities
May 28-Jewell Cemetery, Wheaton-Jim Zingales, Jerry Kowalski

June 25 Pleasant Hill Cemtery

.
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Jody Switzer, Chuck Wright

July 4-Hinsdale Parade
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Jody Switzer, Guy Welch, Gary Gunderson, Steven
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Chuck Wright, Jim igles, Steven Westlake, Jody Guy Welch, Gary Gunderson, Jody Switzer
Switzer, Steve Foster(Background)
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Steve Foster Guy Welch, Gary Gunderson, Jim Zingales, Steve Foster,
Steven Westlake, Jody Switzer, Chuck Wright

Camp 443 Activities- Honor Guard for Smithton, lllinois Encampment
Honor Guard for the Smithton Encampment and Parade. This was our
second year for this event we worked in conjunction with the City of
Smithton, Smithton Historical Society and the Sons of Confederate
Veterans ( Lt. George Dixon Camp ). The weather was hot, wet and
miserable, and about 15 minutes after we opened up to the public the

skies opened up. The rain finally stopped about an hour and a half later

and it looked like a washout. We were hanging onto the ridge poles of

the tent fly's to keep them from blowing away. It was much to my

surprise that when the rain stopped the crowd came out and it turned into

a great event. The City of Smithton, Illinois has one of the biggest

parades in the area, regardless of the weather. They were lined up

shoulder to shoulder 3 and 4 deep along the parade route. This city is

very patriotic and we have been asked to return next year and lead the
parade.




1st Row (Seated) Left to Right
Diane Zelinske-Donna Rees-Candy Buechler

Second Row (Standing) Left to Right

SVC. Russell Schliecher-Treasurer Greg Zelinske-
News Letter Editor(civilian Clothes)Bob Mohrman-
Jon Stacy-Rich Norris-Commander Kirk Dermint-JVC
Garry Ladd-Paul Buechler-David Buechler-Steve
Wheat-Brandon Meenes.

—

Above - JVC Garry Ladd

Right - L-R in Uniform: Br. Brandon Menees,
Br. David Buechler, SVC Russell Schleicher,
Br. Paul Buechler, & Sec. Jon Stacy. Cannon

Camp 443, Shiloh Homecoming Living History Display (Sept 9 & 10, 2011
S Co— Ak ;‘ : LR N,




Demonstration with an 1841
Mountain Howitzer "Miss
Patricia".

Right -

Rear L-R): Jon Stacy, Brandon Menees,
Kenny Thompson, Russell Schliecher,
Garry Ladd, Kirk Dermint, Steve Wheat,
Frank Austin (117th Illinois Infantry), P.
Buechler & D. Buechler (Front L-R)
Candy Buechler (DUVCW Tent 16) &
Donna Rees.

Park in Belleville
These pictures are from a
park in Belleville, Hlinois,
a tree was planted in the
name of the "Sons" and the
Hecker Camp 11 years ago.
The tree is still there as are
the memories. We pass by
this spot every year when
we march in the Memorial
Day Parade.
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Left to Right T National Chaplin Jerry Kowalski, PDC Nick
Kaup, Chuck Lyon, PDC Steve Westlake, Jim Zingales, Jody
Switzer, Jim Stebbings, Chuck Wright, Bob Rogers, DSVC
Everett Nylund

Hiran McClintock GAR Post 667
placed this plaque in the Lyonsville
Congregational Church on June 1,
1924 dedicated to those 72 men who
served in the Civil War.

Lake Villa SVR Event, September 17 & 18
Back Row i CC Michael Gregory,
PCC Tom Hauff, Rob Hauff, PCC
Everett Nylund, PDC Nick Kaup,
Kneeling - Rick Broezil, Shaun I,
Bill Birzetis

1 Photo 1 Bill Latham




Headquarters of the Rockford Zouaves, SVR
4th Military District SVR

Rockford, Illinois
Greetings All,

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself
as the new 1Sgt/Commander of the Rockford Zouaves SVR
based at Memorial Hall Rockford, Ill. In August of 2011
1Sgt Greg Carter sadly announced his resignation as 1Sgt of
the Rockford Zouaves as he was headed off to Quincy, Ill. to
attend college for the next two years. S

On Sept. 7, 2011, we held a special election to replace Bro. Greg and | was selected to be the next 1Sgt.
It is with pleasure | accepted and will try my best to fill the shoes of a very dedicated Bro. Carter. He will
be missed but promises to stay in touch and be a help when needed. Currently, | am the Qtr. Master Sgt.
for Battery G 2nd I1l. Light Artillery, Secretary of John A. Logan Camp #26 SUVCW, Dept. Secretary for
the Dept. of Illinois SUVCW and a charter member of the Rockford Zouaves SVR. A Past Master of
Star In The East Lodge #166 A. F. & A. M. Rockford, Ill. in 1980 and 2005-07. Served as Secretary for
this Lodge from 1985-2003. | am also the Graves Registration Officer of the Logan Camp and have trekked
many a cemeteries and documented nearly 2000 CW Soldiers over the past four years. My goal as 1Sgt of
the Rockford Zouaves is to encourage growth in members, take an active part in more public ceremonies
and assist our local Sons Camp in Rockford, the Ladies Auxiliary in Rockford, Dept. of Illinois and newest
Camp in Sycamore, Ill. I can be contacted at:

1 Sqgt. Steve Aarli In Fraternity, Charity & Loyalty,
9903 Clay Ct. Steve Aarli, 1Sgt,
Roscoe, Ill. 61073 Rockford Zouaves, SVR

815-623-8460
Email: g2minime@charter.net

Department Encampment Tuscola, IL
Thanks to all of you who were . -
able to attend our department
encampment. There were 35 in
attendance; the best turn out in a
long time

In addition the awards shown

to the right, awards were given to

Steve Aarli, and Bill Johnson for -

their contributions to the =
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department. Also, an award was DC Dyer installs Paul Bob Mohrman, the newsletter

given to PDC Nick Kaup for his  Buedler, Ken Thompson, editor for camp 443receives a

work with the ROTC events. Stephen Wheat national award for best camp
newsletter.




Left toright: Row 11 1 DSVC Everett Nylund (1), 2 CC Robert N Chestnut (4), 3 DC Terry Dyer(26), 4 Department
Secretary Steve Aarli (26), 5 Department Treasurer Bill Johnson(26), 6 PDC Nick Kaup (1), 7, PDC Steve Westlake (2),
8 PDC Ron Clark (4).

Row 21 1 Dana Hales (24), 2 Ken Thopson (443), 3 Steve Wheat (443), 4 Russell Schliecher (443) 5 Secretary Bob
Kurek, 6 Bob Mohrman (443), 7 Lionel L Kinney (67), 8 Paul Buechler (443), 9 Tom Oestreicher (26) 10 David Eisele
(26), 11 Randall Abbott Camp (4), 12 National Chaplain Jerry Kowalski (1, 2).

Row 371 1 Dana R Hales (24), 2 Gary Ladd (443), 3 Paul Zeien (26), 4 CC Jody Switzer (2), 5 Bill Jacobus (443), 6
William Kreml (1), 7 Steve Haight (26), 8 CC Kirk Dermint (443), 9 CC Michael Gregory(1), 10 Chuck Wright (2).
(camp #)

Welcome to our new camp- Gen E. F. Dutton Camp 49

The Gen. E.F. Dutton Camp #49 was originally established in 1911 with 22 members. The Camp thrived but
fell victim to the Great Depression in 1934. John A. Logan Camp #26 members, Jim Lyon and Tom
Oestreicher (both long term residence of Sycamore, Illinois) have reactivated the Dutton Camp.

The 128th Annual Department Encampment will be held May 12th in Sycamore, hosted by the New Dutton
Camp.

Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty

Terry Dyer, Commander Everett E. Nylund, Editor
Department of Illinois ejnylund69@shbcglobal.net
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